
SOUTHEASTERN REGION PHILOS  
ORGANIZED MARCH 29, 1975 

 
ALABAMA, FLORIDA, GEORGIA, MISSISSIPPI,  

SOUTH CAROLINA AND TENNESSEE and now we have Bahamas 
 

 

The Southeast Region Philos were organized March 29, 1975, in  

in Chattanooga, Tennessee under leadership of Mrs. Vernika Silva, 

Regional Syntaktes and Mrs. Vera Mills, Reginal Philo Director. 
 
 

The first officers elected were: 

President     Dorothy Figierado  Tampa, FL 

Vice President   Melba Blakely  Spartanburg, SC 

 Recording Secretary  Catherine Pearson Tampa, FL 

 Corresponding Secretary Daisy McQueen  Memphis, TN 

 Treasurer    Bessie Weaver  Bushnell, FL 

 Reporter    Cora Taylor   Spartanburg, SC 

 Chaplain    Docia Howell  Miami, FL 

 Sergeant-at-Arms   Lorene Cleaver  Memphis, TN 

 Parliamentarian   Lillie Gray   Tallahassee, FL 

 

 

Regional Sigma Coordinators 
 

The Southeast Philos have been motivated by the superb guidance  

And dynamic leadership of the following Reginal Sigma 
Coordinators: 

  
 

   Mrs. Vera Mills   Tallahassee, FL 

   Mrs. Mary Wright   Miami, FL 

   Mrs. Vernika Silva  Miami, FL 

   Mrs. Mary Brooks   Memphis, TN 

   Mrs. Bernice Greene  Miami, FL 

   Mrs. Bernice Harris  Memphis, TN 

   Mrs. Mae Ruby Burgan  Spartanburg, SC 

Mrs. Dorothy S. Lawson  Chattanooga, TN 

Ms. Valerie Bracey  Nashville, TN 

  



Presidents since 1975 were: 
 

   Philo Dorothy Frigierdo Tampa, FL 

   Philo Melba Blakely  Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Anita Davis  Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Mary Byers  Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Lillie Gray   Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Annette Adams  Spartanburg, SC 

 

During the 2000 Southeast Regional Conference, the Philos celebrated their 25th year as 
affiliates of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority.  Certificates were presented to the active 
charter members.  Special recognition was given to the following 25-year members: 

 

Philo Annette Adams   Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Melba Blakely   Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Ann Browning  Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Mary Byers  Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Evelyn Calloway  Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Lillie Gray   Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Lori Johnson  Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Bernice Sutton  Tallahassee, FL 

Philo Cora Taylor  Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Dobbie Williams  Spartanburg, SC 

Philo Cressie Wilson  Tallahassee, FL 

 

 

The Southeast Region Philo Affiliates continue to enthusiastically support Sigma Philo 
goals and programs, as they continue to make a difference by rendering service to this 
great organization both locally and internationally. 



SIGMA GAMMA RHO SORORITY, INC. AFFILIATE 

SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL PHILO OFFICERS 

2014-2016 

 

Regional Philo Coordinator    Mrs. Paulette Waite 

 President      Deborah Toombs 

 Vice President     Deloise Jones 

 Recording Secretary    Ethel Jones 

 Financial Secretary    Alfredia Ellison 

 Treasurer      Mary Byers 

 Historian      Anita Jones 

 Parliamentarian     Vincinetta Brown 

 Chaplain      Fannie Henderson 

 Corresponding Secretary    Tarsha Givens 

 Protocol Chair      Janice Bush 

 Sergeant-at-Arms    Valarie A. Lowe 

 

  



SIGMA GAMMA RHO SORORITY, INC. AFFILIATE 

SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL PHILO OFFICERS 

2016-2018 

 

Regional Philo Coordinator    Mrs. Paulette Waite 

 President      Deborah Toombs 

 Vice President     Deloise Jones 

 Recording Secretary    Ethel Jones 

 Financial Secretary    Alfredia Ellison 

 Treasurer      Mary Byers 

 Historian      Anita Jones 

 Parliamentarian     Vincinetta Brown 

 Chaplain      Fannie Henderson 

 Corresponding Secretary    Tarsha Givens 

 Protocol Chair      Janice Bush 

 Sergeant-at-Arms    Valarie A. Lowe 

  



SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL PHILO OFFICERS 

2018-2020 

 Regional Philo Coordinator    Mrs. Paulette Waite 

 President      Vincinetta Brown 

 Vice President     Deborah Toombs 

 Recording Secretary    Ethel Jones 

 Financial Secretary    Alfredia Ellison 

 Treasurer      Mary Byers 

 Historian      Anita Jones 

 Parliamentarian     Carolyn Ewing 

 Chaplain      Lily Leslie 

 Chaplain      Fannie Henderson 

 Corresponding Secretary    Joyce Evans 

 Corresponding Secretary    Gwen Wilkins 

 Sergeant-at-Arms    Valarie A. Lowe 

  



SOUTHEASTERN REGIONAL PHILO OFFICERS 

2020-2022 

Regional Philo Coordinator    Ms. Mimi Garrell

 President      Deborah Toombs 

 Vice President     Deloise Jones 

 Recording Secretary    Ethel Jones 

 Financial Secretary    Anita Jones 

 Treasurer      Mary Byers 

 Historian      Anita Jones 

 Parliamentarian     Carolyn Ewing 

 Chaplain      Fannie Henderson 

 Corresponding Secretary    Gwen Wilkins 

 Sergeant-at-Arms    Valarie A. Lowe 

 

 

 

 


